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Introduction

• The adoption of a binding climate change agreement 
which addresses the key pillars of the Bali framework 
and is based on the principle of Common but 
Differential Responsibilities

• A strong commitment to keep temperature increase 
below 1.5 degrees C. 

• An emphasis on the importance of adaptation for 
Africa, and

• Additional and adequate finance, including a strong 
commitment to capitalize the Global Climate Fund 
(GCF)
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To What Extent does the Paris 
Agreement Represent African 

Goals?
• The Paris agreement’s main aim is to keep a global 

temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius and 
to explore opportunities to increase the level of ambition by 
limiting the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels

• What are the implications of “well below 2 degrees C for 
Africa?

• A significant demand by Africa at COP 21 was the need for a 
legally binding agreement based on the principle of common 
but differentiated responsibilities.

• Enlightened self-interest 
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Enlightened self-interest?

Why are they doing this [agreeing to their 
pledges]? Frankly, none of them are doing it to 
save the planet. Let us be very clear. They’re 
doing it for what I think is a much more powerful 
political driving force, which is for the benefit of 
their own economy. 

—UN climate chief Christiana Figueres, 
(CNN, 2 December 2015). (my emphasis)
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Nationally  Determined Commitments and 
Sustainable Development in Africa

• By the end of COP21 a record 187 countries, representing 
approximately 95% of GHG emissions, had presented their 
INDCs. 

• The outcome of these pledges would be to emit 723 Gt of CO2 
by 2030

• That is out of the 1000 Gt CO2 budget limit that must be 
respected by any 2°C scenario. 

• This optimistic outcome increases CO2 emissions to 40 Gt per 
year. At that rate there would be only seven years of CO2 
emissions left in the budget. 

• This means that current pledges place every 2°C scenario far 
beyond reach.
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Decarbonization and Clean 
Energy

What are the possibilities for Africa in 
the context of the Paris agreement?
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Countries with high levels of resource 
dependence 
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The Partners
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