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Problem statement 1/2

Main question: 

• What is the role of  diverse 
governance actors, systems 
and processes, and 
interactions among same, in 
Africa vis-à-vis GEC? 
Stressors? Drivers? How 
well-researched is this 
nexus? 
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Problem statement 2/2
Sub-questions

• Agency: How do the d/t governance 
typologies further/thwart GEC response in 
the region?

• What is the role of devolved governance
(including state & non-state actors) to 
address GEC impacts in Africa? LGs? Cities?

• What does this mean for post-2015 global 
climate change regime?
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Methods

• Scoping Workshop 
Accra/IESS (Sep,2013)

• COSUST article
• Lit review
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Key Findings 

• Traditional approaches for understanding environmental 
governance do not adequately address the gamut of 
human–natural system interactions within the context of 
the complex biogeophysical cycles and processes of the 
planet (more so in the African regional context) – ESG-GEC 
nexus in Africa is under-researched.

“(T)here has been relatively little thinking about the political 
context of climate adaptation policy in sub-Saharan Africa, 
what this means for the quality of governance, and the 
capacity to plan and deliver what are often quite complex 
policies and programmes. This is all the more surprising given 
the quantity and depth of what is already known about 
politics and governance in Africa.” Lockwood (2013) 
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Key Findings – Agency focus

• LGs/Cities at the forefront of advocacy for polycentric 
approaches for GEC response – will likely become key 
players in the post–2015 climate regime. 

• Difficult to generalize on how polycentrism would impact 
the climate effort in Africa - historical and geopolitical 
context of devolution is different for different 
countries.

• Need for increased understanding of ESG-GEC linkages 
in the context of devolution – LGs? Cities? Traditional 
authority? LG-Central relations?

• Non-climatic global change drivers and stressors have a 
big role: Urbanization (2030: 50%) & Population growth 
(2050: 2 Bil Africans)
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Conclusions/Recommendations
• The governance typologies – GEC nexus in Africa is 

understudied - the ESG analytical framework - good 
tool to guide future effort in knowledge generation.

• Polycentrism: Likely direction of the post - 2015 
global climate regime - need to recognize the 
changing landscape

• Long-term - conscious and sustained effort should 
be made to leverage municipal empowerment

• CB in LGs, in of it self, a win-win adaptation option –
consistent with AR5 & Art 2 (may need explicit 
referencing) - fostering robust research capacity 

• Need for pan-African knowledge network on ESG.
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