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CLIMATE RESEARCH FOR DEVELOPMENT
IN AFRICA (CR4D)

“Advancing new frontiers of African climate research to enhance co-production
of climate information and services for Development Planning”

T . brought together more than 300 participants
About ClimDev-Africa drawn from top African climate scientists,

The ClimDev-Africa Programme is an initiative of the African pO|iC)/ makers, climate service providers, and
Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic Com- .. . .
mission for Africa (ECA) and the African Development Bank practitioners to discuss the state of African
(AfDB). It is mandated at the highest level by African leaders Climate science and existing gaps in climate
(AU Summit of Heads of State and Government). The Pro- e

gramme was established to create a solid foundation for Afri- kn0W|edge' Paonpants .at the ACC-2013
ca’s response to climate change and works closely with other recommended the establishment of an Af-
African and non-African institutions and partners specialised in rican Climate Research Agenda for Climate

climate and development.

Services and Development (see http://www.
wmo.int/amcomet/sites/default/files/doc/
events/acc2013_final_eclaration.pdf) in order
to advance new frontiers of African climate
research, focusing on four priority areas:

Background

I. Creation of co-designed multi-disciplinary
research to improve forecast skills and re-

The Climate Research for Development ook
liability

(CR4D) in Africa initiative was launched to
strengthen links between climate science re-
search and climate information needs in sup-
port development planning in Africa. CR4D
is an African-led initiative supported by
partnership between African Climate Policy
Center (ACPC) of UN Economic Commis-
sion for Africa (UNECA), African Ministerial
Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET),
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 4
and Global Framework for Climate Services

(GFCS). CR4D is the outcome of the Afri-

can Climate Conference 2013 (ACC-2013),

which was held in Arusha, Tanzania. ACC-2013

2. Filling gaps in multi-sectorial and multi-dis-
ciplinary data sets for sector-specific vul-
nerability and impacts assessments

3. Enhancing Africa’s scientific and institution-
al capacities and networks to undertake
cutting edge user=drive climate research

Fostering effective collaboration and in-
teractions among climate science, services,
policy, and practice communities in order
to improve mainstreaming of climate ser
vices in decision-making.

) GFCS
/" GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR
CLIMATE SERVICES

AMCOMET

African Ministerial Conference on Meteorology




CR4D Milestones
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2. CR4D Goal,Vision and Mission:

The primary goal is to create a multi-insti-
tutional and multi-stakeholder collaborative
platform that mobilizes expertise and re-
sources to facilitate use-inspired climate sci-
ence research that informs climate change
policy and sustainable development plan-
ning in Africa. CR4D will create Regional
Climate Research Partnerships that involve
diverse expertise from the natural, biophys-
ical and social sciences to design research
that translates into appropriate and action-
able information for policy and sustainable
development planning.

Vision: Catalyze multi-institutional and
multi-disciplinary integrated, demand-driv-
en, climate research and analysis that is re-
sponsive to specific user and development
planning needs

Mission: Create a Pan-Africa Collaborative
Platform and Network of African climate
science, services, policy, and practice com-
munities as well as development partners
and other stakeholders to co-explore,
co-design, co-produce and co-communi-
cate climate information and services, thus
improving access, quality, and usability and

mainstreaming of climate information into
Development Planning in Africa.

Specific Objectives of CR4D

* Enhancing ACPC's links with climate re-
search and operational centers, as well
as other stakeholders and initiatives in
order to improve flow of relevant cli-
mate information and services for pol-
icymaking and development planning

* Promoting and facilitating alliances
among climate scientists, service pro-
viders, policy makers, and practitioners
through a collaborative platform for the
co-production of climate information
and services

* Fostering multi-institutional and
multi-stakeholder, integrated (applied)
climate research

» Facilitating cross-disciplinary networking
and exchange of expertise within insti-
tutions in Africa and their international
partners in co-exploring, co-designing,
co-producing and co-communicating
demand-driven climate information.



* Fostering an enabling environment for
pooling and sharing research facilities,
resources, and infrastructure among
sub-regional, regional and Pan-African
institutions in order to enhance quality
and availability of climate knowledge and
products relevant to specific user-sec-
tors

* Mobilizing and promoting cross-disci-
plinary strategic capacity development
and training in partnership with sub-re-
gional, regional and Pan-Africa institu-
tions and stakeholders

* Promoting and supporting use of cli-
mate smart innovations and technolo-
gies, including social media, to network
and disseminate climate information and
services

CR4D Core Functions

Core Function | (CFl): The Africa Climate
Collaboration Platform to mobilize and
promote use-inspired, multi-institutional,
multi-stakeholder, and multi-disciplinary ap-
plied climate research collaborations, with
clear user-need targets, at sub-regional, re-
gional and Pan-Africa level

Core Function 2 (CF2): Regional Climate
Partnership to facilitate multi-institutional
and multi-stakeholder sharing of climate re-
search resources and expertise in order to
enhance co-production of reliable climate

information and services for Development
Planning

Core Function 3 (CF3): Climate-smart
innovations, technologies, and deci-
sion-translation Tools to promote and
support use of climate smart innovations
and technologies, including social media, to
network and disseminate climate informa-
tion and services

Core Function 4 (CF4): Sustainable Ca-
pacity Development and Training to pro-
mote and support strategies for collabora-
tive and sustainable capacity development
and training through multi-institutional and
multi-stakeholder partnerships.This includes
support for strengthening capacities of insti-
tutions and stakeholders at national, region-
al, continental level as well as

* Identify and mobilize young and budding
African climate researchers in social and
biophysical sciences around a unified
climate research agenda that addresses
priority needs of policy-makers and vul-
nerable communities in Africa

» Rally all CR4D partners and stakehold-
ers to promote and undertake capaci-
ty-building and development of African
climate scientists and institutions with
cross-regional exchanges and second-
ments, etc




Figure I: CR4D core areas of collaborations among climate science, services, policy,
and practice to co-produce demand-driven climate information
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CR4D Governance Structure

Figure 2: Proposed CR4D Governance Structure
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The Secretariat (CR4D Unit)

* Implements CR4D-Africa agenda

* Hosted at the Africa Climate Policy
Center of the /United Nations Econom-
ic Commission for Africa (ACPC/UNE-
CA).

* CR4D Coordinator is responsible for
coordinating and managing the day-to-
day activities of the Secretariat

Oversight Body (OB)

* The Oversight Board is comprised of
the CR4D founding partners; ACPC/
ClimDev-Africa and AMCOMET. It pro-
vides strategic direction and serves as
custodian of the CR4D agenda.

¢ Endorses nominees to the SAC and ICP

Institutional Collaboration Platform
(ICP)

e An important CR4D-decision making
body that acts like the General Assembly
or Congress, and will be the body that
serves as the custodian of CR4D Agen-
da by making sure that CR4D priorities
cuts across science, services, policy and
practice

e |CP in collaboration with CR4D Secre-
tariat will take an active role in mobiliz-
ing resources for the CR4D Agenda.

Membership

* Representative of all key stakeholders:
Research; Service Providers; Policy, user/
practitioners; Civil Society Organiza-
tions; NGOs; Development Partners/
Agencies; Foundations, etc.

Permanent membership is proposed for
the three CR4D Partners (ACPC, AM-
COMET and WMO)

Permanent membership proposed for
RECs,' RCCs? and RTCs? that provide
the institutional mechanisms to main-
stream the CR4D agenda into policy.

Participation could be flexible according
to the themes being addressed by the
ICP (inclusive participation - represent-
ing stakeholders from all relevant sec-
tors — researches, user community and
service providers)

Scientific Advisory Council (SAC)

Implementing the Institutional Collabo-
ration Platform’s recommended priority
research agenda.

Serving as the caretaker of the research
agenda by filtering stakeholder identified
priorities, and ensuring they are consis-
tent and aligned to funding priorities and
principle of equity; - regional, gender; and
youth (early career) balance.

Should include representatives of both
climate and social sciences and is to
provide strategic guidance on-going cli-
mate-related research in Africa and rele-
vant international research.

Developing and Updating a database/
inventory of African Climate Research
Institutions and climate and related ex-
perts/expertise including those involved
with development sectors as well as pri-
vate sector and NGOs

Lead periodic gap and needs assess-
ment, including where and whether re-
positories of information/data of previ-
ous and ongoing activities are available
and accessible.

N

RECs: Regional Economic Communities
RCCs: Regional Climate Centers
RTCs: Regional Technology Centers



Membership

* Representatives of key stakeholders:
Climate Science, Climate Services, Cli-
mate Policy, and possible Practitioners

three (3) social scientists or experts who
are engaged with user communities, and
(i) two (2) reviewers appointed by the
funding agency/donor, in consultation
with the secretariat.

* Regional balance should be observed at  CR4D Editorial Sub-Committee

all times by ensuring that at least one
climate scientist or social scientist rep-
resents East, West, Central, South, and
North Africa in as much as possible.

CR4D Grants’ Review Sub-Committee

* Will review CR4D grant/project propos- e
als with coordination by the secretariat.
It will in most cases involve members of
the SAC, and will be constituted on ad-
hoc basis by the SAC chair in consulta-
tion with the secretariat.

* Its composition will be flexible, but
should at least meet the following cri-
teria; - (i) three (3) climate scientists, (ii)

The SAC is also tasked with coordinating
editorial and peer reviews of papers for
publication in the soon to be launched,
African Journal of Climate Science, Ser-
vices and Policy (AJCSSP)

AJCSSP will be published three times
a year, each publication focusing on cli-
mate science, climate services and cli-
mate policy.

The SAC Chair, in consultation with the
secretariat and the other relevant CR4D
stakeholders, will constitute the JACSSS
Editorial Board.

Proposed CR4D Grants Management Framework

- Contractor +ACPC+SAC - Contractor +ACPC+SAC

- Contractor, ACPC /CR4D Secretariat



The Donor Forum

*  Meeting of multiple donors interested
to support a unified climate research
agenda in Africa;

* Ad-hoc meetings called as needed (on
the side lines of major international fo-
rums/conferences) to coalesce develop-
ment partners around the needs of the
CR4D Agenda.

Africa Climate Network (AfrCN)

This is a coalition) of not only African re-
searchers and scientists working on climate
but also international researchers directly
involved in climate research, services and
policy in Africa. AfrCN will play three critical
roles; -

* Mobilize young and budding African cli-
mate researchers around a unified cli-
mate research agenda that addresses
priority needs of policy-makers and vul-
nerable communities in Africa;

e Build the capacity of African climate

scientists with cross-regional exchanges
and secondments, etc

* A source of talent for the selection of
members of the SAC

CRA4D Partners and Participating
Institutions

* Sponsoring Institutions:  ACPC, AM-

COMET,WMO, GFCS

* African and International Research Insti-
tutions

e African and International Academic In-
stitutions

* National and Regional Climate Applica-
tion and Operation Institutions

»  Government Institutions

*  Non-Governmental Organizations

*  Development Agencies

» Civil Society Organizations

Potential Donors

* A range of African as well as interna-

tional donors are expected to fund the
work of CR4D Africa.




African Climate Policy Center (ACPC)
Economic Commission for Africa
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: 251 11 551 7200, Fax: 251 11 551 4416
Website: www.climdev-africa.org



