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International Climate & Energy Finance

• International financial 
institutions are key players: 
World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, 
International Monetary Fund, 
International Finance 
Corporation

Advocate for:
• Shift of energy investments 

to clean energy

• Expansion of clean energy 
access by investing in 
distributed clean energy



Importance of Private Finance and Divestment



Climate Policy Advocacy

• Ensuring the implementation of the Paris Agreement is as robust as possible 
- America’s Pledge on Climate Initiative

• Defense of the Clean Power Plan, which helps  puts the world on a trajectory 
to reduce emissions

• Push the U.S. government to support developing country renewable energy 
deployment



• Share and assist with strategy development
• Provide technical analysis
• Facilitate partnerships to grow networks
• Coordinate media outreach to build international pressure
• Connect grassroots groups to resources/funding opportunities
• Organize events in the US to share knowledge and build solidarity 

Two important pieces that drive this work:
 Relationship building - establishing strong 

partnerships with groups on-the-ground
 Behind-the-scenes support - Groups on-the-

ground, along with directly affected 
communities, initiate and lead campaigns

Grassroots Support



Staying Mission Driven –

Environmental Justice and Community 
Partnerships

Our Mission: To discuss and explore the linkages 
between environmental quality and social justice, 
and to promote dialogue, increased understanding, 
and appropriate action.

How do we influence philanthropy? 



Jemez Principles



• Working with the Foundation to
– Address locally determined conservation efforts

– Local to global campaigning 

• Collaborating to plan for long term, general 
support for grassroots organizations –
connections to other domestic/local funds and 
philanthropic partnerships

• Building and growing a partnership rather than a 
grantor & grantee relationship – solidarity and 
mutuality

Our work with Sierra Club Foundation



• When accessing grants/funds, it’s Important to look for 
opportunities that decentralize and redistribute power and 
decision making : Building Equity and Alignment (BEA) 
Fund, Working World, the Climate Justice Alliance Just 
Transition Loan Fund, the Buen Vivir Fund, and other peer 
loan funds that collectively make up a structure known as 
the Financial Cooperative

• Elevate bottom-up organizing that’s driven by communities 

• Holding funds and donors accountable (working with groups 
like Sierra Club to do this)

From  Shake the Foundations 

Looking ahead

http://bea4impact.org/fund
https://www.theworkingworld.org/us/
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/
https://thousandcurrents.org/buen-vivir-fund/
http://www.theworkingworld.org/us/peer-network/

